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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


NEBRASKA ) STITUTE FOR THE pear AND pums. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR: 


Tn obedience to the law for the goverment of the Institute for the 
Deaf and Dumb of Nebraska, the Board of Directors beg leave to sub- 
mit their Biennial Report. 

The following isthe Report of the Principal, in which will be 
found the suggestions of a gentleman whose life long experiencein the 
care of the Deaf and Dumb, enables him to speak from practial knowl- 
edge, and we commend his suggestions to your favorable considera- 
tion: 

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 
To tHE BOARD op DIRECTORS: 


GENTLEMEN /—Education, in Nebraska, like light and air, is free 
to all. The deaf and dumb are not excluded from this common 
patrimony of thé State. Just and equal Jaws make it their birthright. 
It isa noble manifestation of public sympathy to assuage the sorrows 
of private affliction ; an honor to humanity. 


HEALTH AND EFFICIENCY OF THE INSTITUTION. 


There has been only one case of serious illness, among the pupils. 
A girl by the name of Ellen Gallagher from Cloudy, Cuming Co. 
soon after her arrival was attacked by Malarial fever, but sheis now 
convalescent, No death has ever occured among the pupils at the Insti- 
tution. 


There has been no change of teachers since the last report. They 
are gaining experience, and are becoming more efficient in the per- 
formance of their duties. Au increasing interest is manifest among the 
pupils, in their studies. They are, in general, well disposed to obedience 
and order, and the exceptions are more the result of thoughtlessness, 
than malice. The neatness apparent in various departments, is credit- 
able to the matron and her help. These favorable indications give 


promise of satisfying all reasonable expectations of the public, in the ` 
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accomplishment of the great and good work for which the Institutiom 
was organized. 
NECESSITY OF ANOTHER TEACHER. 

New pupils are admitted each term, thus increasing the different 
grades every year. In old Institutions, to secure the best results, each 
teacher has a class of pupils averaging generally, fifteen or sixteen of 
the same grade, to whom he devotes his whole time. One teacher here, 
has the most advanced pupils, and another of three year’s standing. 
The other teacher has three classes ; one of four years, another of two, 
and the class of beginners. 

The Board at their meeting in June, passed a resolution authorizing 
the Principal to employ the services of pupils best qualified, to assist 
in teaching, a portion of their time. Nellie Collins and Clara Hahn 
have taught the class of beginners an hour a day, one in October, and 
the other, in November. They are young and inexperienced, and 
need all the discipline they can getin the schoolroom, for years to 
come. This arrangement relieves the difficulty, to some extent, but 
it does not meet the necessities ofthe case. Thefact remains, that the 
best interests ofthe pupils require an additional teacher, when the 
crowded condition of the present house shall be relieved, by the com- 
pletion of the new building. 

OCCASION FOR THE NEW BUILDING. 


There will be rejoicing when the new building is finished. It will 
afford great relief, and supply many wants. Besides the crowded din- 
ing-room, the necessity of hospital facilities, and the importance of a 
better room for the printing office, the enlarged accommodations will 
open the way of escape from the greatest evil with which the officers 
of the Institution have had to contend, since its organization; the re- 
sponsibility of caring for, pupils, many of whom are men and women, 
necessarily, on account of limited room, thrown into constant contact 
with each other. This load of responsibility has been borne by those 
in charge, for many years; but deliverance is at hand. Upon the com- 
pletion of the new building, the great desideratum will be secured, by 
the separation of the sexes; and the arrangement that will most 
effectually secure this object, will be mostin accordance with the experi- 
ence of those who understand the necessities of Institution life. 

PRINTING. 


Since the last report, the printing office has been furnished with 
new type. Stephen F. Buckley, who secured his experience while a 
pupil, is foreman. He has ten boys whom he instructs in setting type, 
before and after school; five of them in the morning, and five in the 
evening. With their help the Mute Journal of Nebraska, a large 
paper of six columns, is published once a month, without outside 
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assistance. Its fair proportions, and beautiful typographical appearance 
Ze owing, toa very great degree, to the fact. that one of the membersof 
the Board is a practical printer. Many papers.of the State have noticed 
-the Mute Journal favorably ; but modesty, in Nebraska,:ia proverbial, 
and I will only give the following: 

“The -Mute Journal, of Omaha, is printed entirely at home, and 
fox novices, is one of the best looking papers in.the State. It puts to 


shame the papers of many men in the State, who claim to be good 
printers and editors.”—Central Nebraska Press. 


LIBRARY. 

The books for the library, were selected with great care, and are 
adapted to the wants of the household. The juvenile department is 
. well supplied with. choice little books, which are an unfailing source of 
enjoyment to the children. This nucleus for a library, is one of the best 
investments that could be made, and in addition to the more than 
thirty exchanges, for the Mute Journal], it furnishes an abundance of 
reading matter. 

SLATES. 

Among the improvements made inthe Institution, none are of 
more real value than the large slates, introduced a year ago. There are 
twenty-four in each.school-room, nicely framed, resting upon bases 
which are supported by tasty wooden brackets. The enthusiasm ofthe 
pupils was almost unbounded, when they were permitted to use them 
for the first time, and bid good-by to the rough wall black-boards, 
that had for years filled the room aud their lungs. with crayon dust. 

TRADES. 
The usefulness ofthe Institution may -be promoted, -whenever it 
shall be deemed advisable, by imparting instruction in gne,or more, of 
the useful trades, in addition.to printing. It.cannot be reasonably ex- 
-peeted, that these children can pay even a part-of the expense of their 
education by their labor, while they arein school; forno practical 
method of this kind, has ever yet, to any extent, been realized ; but itis 
desirable that they should be aided-in obtaining the means.of earning 
their own support, when they leave. To make the relief afforded by 
the State. as complete as possible, it should extend, not merely to intel- 
lectual, but to meehanical training, as essential to success in life. 
This wise policy has been adopted by most of the Legislatures of- 
‘the different states, and trades of yarious kinds, are taught in connec- 
Don with nearly all of these Institutions. 
: DEAWING. 

Drawing, -which has been introduced .by-many of the oldest Insti- 
tutions, was very strongly reccommended by the Conference of :Prin- 
~eipals. at Philadelphia last summer. Mfutes.are adapted to tiskind of att 
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work, and they like it, In Ohio, for a few of the last years of the pupils 
course, teachers are expected to give instruction in drawing as part of 
the regular class room work, and the results are very favorable. But 
ordinary teachers often feel that they have no special skill in this direc- 
tion, and to employ art teachers is expensive. 

CULTIVATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE GROUNDS. 

In the interests of economy, the twenty acres belonging to the Insti- 
tution, are cultivated thoroughly. The crop of oats, about nine acres, 
promised well, last June, butthe warm rains, just before harvesting, 
were unfavorable, and they were so badly injured by rust, that the 
yield was only 226 bushels. Besides what potatoes were needed by the 
household, 150 bushels were put away for winter use. Between six and 
seven acres of corn were raised, froin which the boys husked, nights 
and mornings, 500 bushels of good corn, notwithstanding the grass- 
hopper visitation. While the grounds remained in the rough, -there 
was an excuse for this practical, bread and butter era; but now, the 
erection of a large, beautiful structure, in addition to the present build- 
ing, is a loud call for the introduction ofa higher culture, the esthetical, 
by grading, laying out, and beautifying, at least, a portion of the 
grounds. 

DEMAND FOR A BETTER ROAD. 

The Institution is located in the vicinity of Omaha. Theappropri- 
ations made by the State, for its expenses, are paid out at home, almost 
wholly. The amount is asnug sum every year, and the expenditures 
‘will be likely to increase in the years to come. The road from the 
Institution to town, has never been worked. The county commissoners 
kindly put in three bridges, two of which are within the corporation 
limits, and the city in one instance graded the approaches to these two 
bridges. The Institution carriage and the wagons of the neighbors, have 
been broken repeatedly, owing to the terrible condition of this road. 
It has been almost wholly impassable, for weeks at a time. It seems to 
me that there ought to be public spirit enough among ,the citizens of 
Omaha, and Douglas County, to grade this road and make it a pleasant 
drive. It would afford grateful indication that the existence of this 
public Institution is not wholly ignored. I do hope that this matter 
will receive the attention, that its importance deserves. 

LANGUAGE 80F IGNS. 

The system of instruction generally adopted in this country, is 
called the French system, the language of signs, Although improved 
very much by the skill and experience of American teachers, it does not 
claim for itself perfection: but the tenacity with which the Deaf and 
Dumb cling to this language, is evidence of its adaptation ‘to their 
wants. It is the outgrowth of their instincts and_necessities,- the 
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elements of which are found in the nature of things, and in the character- 
istics of external] objects. It is just as natural to them, as oral language 
isto us. Itis their vernacular. American instructors, very sensi- 
bly, atthe outset adopted this method, and the thousands who have been 
educated by its instrumentalily, show with what efficiency and power 
it is used. 


METHODICAL SIGNS, 


In some of the Institutions there is a difference of opinion in refer- 
ence to the mode of using signs. In teaching written language, shall 
the intellectual bridge be the inverted order of natural signs, which 
represent ideas aud which have a power of interpreting themselves ; or 
“shall it be definite signs for words in their order in a sentence, not for 
the ideas which the words convey? The object of methodical or word 
signs, employed by many teachers, is to bring the mental processes of 
deaf-mutes into harmony with the order of an English sentence. 


The English language is doubtless artificial, and yet we employ it 
readily as a thoroughfare of thought, but let us attempt to usea for- 
eign language asa vehicle of thought, and the idioms of our native lan- 
guage lead us astray at once. And so deaf-mutes, with minds filled 
with the sign order, their vernacular, naturally and necessarily ex- 
perience the same trouble in all efforts to bring their mental operations 
to the English order. But why not, by the constant use of methodical 
signs, gradually draw the pupil away from his faulty style, breaking 
up his habit of thinking concretely in signs, and accustoming him to 
think abstractly in words? The object is a good one and the theory is 
plausible. But the natural element of signs for words, however, is 
nearly or quite left out, and they do but little towards explaining the 
meaning of words. They are too mechanical and unsuggestive, and 
too unnatural to ever be used voluntarily by the pupils themselyes. 


SPELLED AND WRITTEN LANGUAGE. 


Dactylology and written language are other methods of instruction, 
both of which have their advocates and advantages. The use of the 
manual alphabet is convenient and quite rapid, requiring only about 
one-third as much time as writing. Writing, taking nine times as long 
as oral speech, has the advantage of more permanence and distinctness, 
At first, with beginners, they cannot be used, but as pupils advance in 
the knowledge of written language, they should be encouraged to em- 
ploy these methods as far as practicable, and the teacher should facili- 
tate their progress by using known words and sentences to explain the 
unknown, so that spelling and writing may, among those more ad- 
‘vanced in their studies, be used, being careful that they shall not be- 
come monotonous or wearisome. 
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ARTICULATION, 
The difficulties of teaching deaf-mutes articulation, to which the 
German teachers themselves refer, are the following : 
1. “There are many sounds which demand position of the organs 


so entirely similar to each other, as it respects external observation, 
that only a very practiced eye can discover the difference. 


2. “No peculiar opening of the lips is necessary in the pronuncia- 
tion of most of the consonants. In such cases itis usually decided by 
the vowel immediately preceding, and as the lips then conceal for the 
most part the interior of the mouth, the scholar must hence in respect 
to many consonants remain in uncertainty. 


3 “In the flow of discourse, sounds run so much into one another, 
that only avery practiced eye can seize hold of.the individual parts, 


4. “The pronunciation of different persons has to the eye so many 
variations as sorely to puzzle the deaf and dumb. 


5. “In connected discourse, many sounds which properly belong 
to words are lost, which greatly increase the difficulty of understand- 
ing by means of sight.” 

These are some of the difficulties of teaching articulation in the 
German language, in which each letter has but one sound and retains 
it in all combinations. But in the English language, there are many 
silent letters ; the same letter has a variety of sounds, and the sound is 
varied when combined in words; and, words and terminations 
composed of similar letters vary greatly in pronunciation. Justthink 
of the vast amount of time, patience, and labor to teach deaf-mutes, 
mechanically, the positions, motions, and contacts of the organs of 
speech necessary to pronounce properly the folowing words: plough, 
enough, cough, through and although; tongue, hung, ache, make, eight, ate, 
aisle, smile, feign, pane, a square of glass, and pain an uneasy sensation. 
And then think of the close attention necessary in lip-reading, in which 
the pupils must ascertain these words and their pronunciation, in con- 
nected language, by the movement of the speaker’s lips. 

COMBINATION OF METHODS. 

In the Nebraska Institution, a few semi-mutes have been taught 
articulation, for more than four years, and teachers should not hesitate 
to blend these various methods in the course of instruction ; methodical 
signs with those who are begining to write sentences; written and 
spelled speech when they can be, intelligibly ; but the basis, the element- 
ary principle and great help by which deaf-mutes in our Institutions, 
are gradually built up, silently and steadily enriched with mental pow- 
er, and finally brought out upon a higher plane of moral and intellect- 
ual existence, is the language of signs. 

Fifty-three pupils have been connected with the school during the 
two years, included in this report; twenty-nine boys, and twenty-four 
girls. The following is a list of their names. 


LIST OF PUPILS 


MALES. 
Names. Post Office. 
Oliver Bowman, Swaburgh, Dodge. Co. 
Stephen F. Buckley, Vesta, Johnson. “ 
John C. Buckley, tr ei “ 
James Cane, Friendville, Saline. 
John W. Clark, Beaver City, Furnas. e 


Charlie Collins, Falls City, Richardson. “ 
Arthur Dickinson, Omaha, Douglas. “ 
Francis Edgerton, Schuyler, Colfax. “ 
Moses K. Freeman, Sheridan, Nemaha. <“ 
Samuel M. Freeman, We Kä s“ 
Alfred Fountain, Osco, Kearney. “ 
Thomas Forney, Falls City, Richardson. “ 
August Gutting, Omaha, Douglas. “ 
Daniel Hashberger, Schuyler, Colfax. 
John H. Hoppes, Salem, Richardson. “ 
Willie L. Jeffers, Eight Mile Grove, Cass. “ 
Daniel Kelly, Florence, Douglas, “ 
Joseph Loucks, Falls City, Richardson, “ 
Charlie L. Minor, Nebraska City, Otoe. as 
Floyd Mount, Omaha, Douglas. "H 
Oliver Nettleton, Dewitt, Saline. d 
Daniel Regan, Stearns, Platte. i 
Christopher Rennau, Tecumseh, Johnson. “ 


Charlie E. Redfield, Omaha, 
James Robinson, Falls City, 
John Staats, Fremont, 
Gustaf Sabelman, Wahoo, 
Obadiah Sebastian, Schuyler, 
William Sullivan, Vesta, 


Age at date of Admission. 


Douglas. “ 


Richardson. “ 


Dodge. s 
Saunders. “ 
Colfax. « 
Johnson. “ 


8. 


292, 
29. 


13. 
7. 
12. 


1. 
9. 
29. 
9. 


8. 


Sept. 20. 1876 
« 9, 1873 
“ 25, 1874 
& 22. 1876 
“20. 1874 

Aug, 31. 1869 

Jan. 20. 1874 


. Sept. 28. 1876 
. Oct. 20. 1870 


Di Hi Di 


“o 13. 1874 


. Sept. 3. 1872 
. Oct. 7. I8BT4 


June. 17. 1869 


. Sept. 9. 1873 
, Dec. 16. 1872 
. Apr. IL 1872 
. Sept. 
. Apr. 
. dan. 29. 1870 
. Dec. 21. 1875 
. Oct. 18. 1875 
, Dec. LL 1874 


3. 1872 
3. 1869 


Apr. 6. 1869 
Sept. 3. 1872 
, © 19. 1874 
& 6. 1872 
vg 9, 1873 
a 25, 1874 
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$ LIST OF PUPILS. 
a FEMALES. 
a Names. Post Office. Age atdate of Admission. 
d Martha V, Allen, Ft. Calhoun, Washington. Co. 8. Sept. 9. 1874 
S Caroline V. Brooks, Urban, Butler. « 12. Oct. 25. 1872 
e. Lucy Butrick, Falls City, Richardson. " 10. Sept. 9. 1874 
4 Catharine Callahan, Omaha, Douglas. “ 11. Apr. 1. 1869 
> Nellie Colling, Falls City, Richardson. “ 9. Aug, 31. 1869 
d Lizzie M. Collins, s S "7 12. Sept. 9. 1874 
d Maggie S. Ferguson, Ashland, Saunders. “ 18 “ 6, 1870 
Ellen Gallagher, Cloudy, Cuming. & 12. “ 30. 1876 
i Ida Green, Fremont, Dodge. “ 416. © 9. 1874 
; Mary Goodrow, Tips Branch, Pawnee. “ 7 “ 25, 1871 
f Ciara Hahn, Omaha, Douglas. “ 14. Apr. 1. 1875 
H Esther L. Howard, e c “ 14. June.18. 1869 
| Mary E. Hoppes, Salem, Richardson. “ 18. Sept. 9. 1873 
Nancy J. Hoppes, $6 s E og 8 OL 1873 
Betsey E. Ide, Inland, Adams. nz 18. “~ 20. 1875 
e Sarah J. Maze, Oak Grove, Seward. « 18. & 10. 1878 
, Minnie B. Miller, Ft. Calhoun, Washington.“ 8 “ 9. 1874 
Ellen Miller, *  Plattsmouth, Cass. fi Oct. 16. 1876 
Josephine Norman, Nebraska City, Otoe. & 11. “ 12. 1870 
Elizabeth M. Smith Salem, Richardson, “ 10. Dec. 14, 1875 
, Julia A. Smith u a “ 16. Sept. 19. 1876 
f Mary R. Toner, Omaha, Douglas. “ 9. Oct. 1. 1876 
Eva A. Thompson St Paul, Howard. “ 18 “ 6. 1876 
Diana Way bright Omaha, Douglas. “ 13. Apr. 19. 1872 
a 8 
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Some information in regard to pupils, who have left within two 
years, may not be without interest. 

A good home was offered Maggie Ferguson, an orphan, by a 
worthy family at Lincoln, which she accepted. Esther Howard, 
obtained a home by accepting the offer of Mr. Russel, a mute from 
Ohio, to become his wife. Willie Jeffers, one of the best boys, 
emigrated, with his friends, to Texas. Arthur Dickinson, whose moth- 
er, a worthy woman, was employed in the Institution for some time, as 
seamstress, has become a pupil in the school at Jacksonville Illinois. 
John Buckley and Christopher Rennau are farming in Johnson Co; 
Charles Minor isamong his friends at Nebraska City, and Gustaf 
Sabelman, an honest and industrious shoe-maker, is working at his 
trade, at Wahoo. 


The names of fourteen former pupils are not included in this list, 


making the whole number connected with the Institution, since its 
organization, in April 1869, sixty-seven. 

The following papers are gladly received, and read with interest, by 
the pupils, fot which the proprietors will accept our thanks. 


Weekly, Globe-Journal, Falls City, Nebraska. 
Di Press, bi CC EC, 
ES Independent, Grand Island, = 
We Central Nebraska Press, Kearney, = 
Herald, ` Tecumseh, 5 
D Burtonian, Tekamah, E 
a Telegraph, Sidney. ge 
‘£ Advertizer, Browuville, , S 
SZ Nebraska Press, Nebraska City, + 
ge Journal, Columbus, S 
S Herald, Omaha, 

e Republican, i Hi 

e Bee, 8 Di i e 
aS Guard, Bloomington, s 

s Globe, Lincoln, s 

d Courier, Beatrice, Ké 

s Republican, Pawnee, S 

S Timer, Blair, s 

s The Review, Geneya, s 

a Enterprise, Cave Spring, Ga. 

Mirror, Flint, Mich. 

de Advance, Jacksonville, DL 

w The Deaf-Mute. Danville, Ky. 

= Chronicle, Columbus, Ohio. 

Ke Goodson Gazette Staunton, - Va. 
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Monthly, High Schoot Qmaha, Nob. 
“ Excelsior, o , s 
s Western Journal of Commerce, “ 
= Hesperian Student, Lincoln, “ 
Wé Pen and Plow, New York, N.: Y. 
‘s Qar Dumb Animals, Boston, Mass, 
E Nebraska Teacher, * Beatrice, Neb. 
S Star, Olathe, Kan. 
gé Gopher, Faribault, _Minn, 
P Semi monthly Silent World, Washington, JD. AG 


Grateful acknowledgements are đue the U. P, & the B. EM R. R. 
in Neb., for the conveyance of pupils at reduced rates ; also to the firms 
with which the Institution trades, for a liberal supply of Holiday 
presents to.the mute children. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


I. The Nebraska Institute for the Deaf and Dumb is Educational, 
and children of parents living in the State are admitted to all its 
privileges FREE. 

I. The applicant for-admission must be of good ‘moral habits, 
between the age of ten and twenty-five, of sound mind, and free from 
contagious disease. 

LD, Each pupil should come with suitable clothing to last one year, 
The clothing should be marked. A few dollars should be left with 
the Principal for repair of shoes, Ze, 

IV. No pupil will be allowed to leave the Institute before the close 
ofthe term, without permission of the Principal and Resident Directors. 

VY. Pupils will be required to conform: alike to the Rules and Regu- 
lations. 

VI Applications for admission or information may be made to 
Prof. R. H. Kinney, institute for Deaf and Dumb, Omaha, Nebraska, 
or to J. E. Born, Secretary. 

VII. Information is required before entering, on the following 
points: 

1. Full name of applicant and residence, 

2. Year, month and day of birth. 

3. -Cause of deafness, (if known.) 

d Whether deaf from birth? 

5. If not, at what age and from what cause? 

D Hasthe child had _ scarlet-fever, measles, or whooping 
cough? i i 
. "LG Has the child been vaccinated ? 
-% Are there any deaf and. dumb relations? a 
9. Are the parents related ? 
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10. Name and Post Office address of parents. 

VIIL There will be one Session each year, which will begin on the 
first Wednesday after the third Tuesday of September, and close on the 
first Wednesday after the third Tuesday of June. It is of the utmost 
importance that all should be present at the commencement of the 
Session. 

PERSONS EMPLOYED BY THE INSTITUTION. 


Names. Employment. Residence. Compensation. 
Roswell H. Kinney, Principal and Steward, On aha, Per year $1200.00 
Jobu A. McClure, Teacher, fo Noe $850.00 
Fred L. Reid, (24 te ZC Ce $600.00 
Nellie Collins, Teach an hour 
Clara Hahn, } a day, alternate months, “ Per month $5.60 
Stephen F. “Buckley, Foreman in Printing Office, oh Ae $15.00 
Sarah A, Thompson, Matron, ‘$ Per year $400.00 
Jacob C. Denise, Physician, ` dea Be Ee $250.00 
Lizzie King, Seamstress, S Per mony $20.00 
Susan Parker, Cook, S « $25.00 
Sena Hanson, Laundress, a x P $20.00 
Lottie Johnson, Help, es SE: $20.00 
Peter Boasen, Out door help, de Ss CS $25.00 

LIST OF THOSE NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL. 
The following list, obtained at the offive of the an | State, 


from the Census of 1870, gives the names of those whohave not been 
connected with the Institution. 


Names. Age. Residence. g 
R, Nihart, ll. Liberty, Gage. Co. 
Henry Smith, 103.  Asbland, Cass. WW 
Amelia Shaw, 55. Louisville, ee a 
Harriet A. Root, 29. Union, S E 
Asher Farmer, 40. pe s S 
Andrew Shneider, 56. S Ka SS 
Lillian O. McIntosh, 10. Milford, Butler. a 
Henry Kohl, 34. St Helena, Cedar. a 
Joseph Hentger, 19. Cedar Bluffs, , Saunders. “ 
Julia McCoy, 24. Lincoln, Lancaster, “ 
Sarah A. Branum, 9. Blue Island, Saline. a 
Mandy Branum, 3. a eo oe, we 
Robert Robinson, 8. New Castle, Dixon. SÉ 
William Robinson, 6. e S Gi 
Sarah Robinson, 4. ʻe Ve Ge 
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Charles Kay, 20. Lincoln, Lancaster. Co. 
Sarah J. Robinson, D. Falls City, Richardson. “ 
Eliza. Mason, 9. S Ve & 
Catharine Johnson, 33. s ; dei “ 
Daniel G. Johnson, 55. dé d « 
N. J. Latimer, l 22. Brownville, Nemaha. ve 
Francis Fuplett, 16. Fairbury, Jefferson, « 
Mary Mosley, 65.  Brownville, Nemaha. S 
Fred Bradmeyer 65. Table Rock, Pawnee. E 
Mary J. Rilly, 36. Cuming City, Burt. a 
Hannah Conger, 24. ae be oe 
John Cash, 30. Nebraska City, Otoe. t 
J. Lattimore, 44. * t “ 
Anna Brewster, _ oo Fort Calhoun, Washington. “ 
O. P. Hendershot, 11. Hebron, Jefferson. Ve 
Eliza Porter, 48. Omaha, Douglas, 
R. Peterson, 70. S ge « 
N. Hewline, 57. Clifton, Nemaha, 
N. Kesican, 22. Omaha, Douglas. E 
Samantha Hugul, S 2L S & i 
Anna Peabody, 3. Ve ee a 


A few other namés, not included in the preceding list, are added. 
Betsey Waite, 23. Falls City, Richardson. Co. 
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In looking over this list carefully, and making 


Boy, Sm 12. Wisner, Cuming. S 
Linda Blatk, 6. Central City, Merrick. Ve 
Sarah E. Elson, 22. ` North Bend, Dodge. a“ 
Augusta Dames, 20. Prebble, a s 
Gir, Rodgers, 8. Beatrice, Gage. ie 
McBride, 14. Ulysses, Butler. ee 

u Gould, 3. Hastings, Adams, S 
Doll, 16. Grand Island, Hall. e 

“ Thompson, 18. Cedar Bluffs, Saunders, KR 
“` Thompson, 21. a ge e 

“ Macy, Ashland, SÉ gé 
Two boys and one girl, é 
Schumecker over 21- West Point, Cuming. s 
Boy, Cole, 12. Tecumseh, Johnson, S 
George Petro, 16. Johnson. Nemaha. S 
John Shyles Stillwater, Webster. ee 
. Mary T. Freeman, 25. Sheridan, Nemaha. S 
' McMichael, Plattsmouth, Cass. a 
Ottiwell Page, 8. Omaha, Douglas. S 
_ George E. Hawver, 5. Se KSE S 
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deaths, for those who have left the state, for the few educated in other 
states, for those who are too old, and for others not old enough, I 
conclude there are twenty or more of suitable age to attend school. 


* SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES TO BE OVERCOME. 


The State through an enlightened and liberal Legislature, has 
made ample provision for all these; but some parents selfishly keep 
mute children from school during the years that they would receive 
the greatest benefit by a course of instruction in the Institution, because 


their labor is needed at home. Some do not appreciate the blessing of ` 


an education themselves, and they make no effort to secure it for their 
children ; while others are too poor to raise the smal] sum necessary to 
clothe them away from home, and pay traveling expenses. Extreme 
poverty has its objections, but it is hardly an excuse, in itself, for doom- 
ing already afflicted deaf-mutes, to perpetual ignorance, when they 
may be clothed under certain conditions, and educated at public 
expense. It is very much like throwing their bread to dogs, but this 
would only dwarf their bodies, while criminal neglect in depriving 
them of instruction, dwarfs their immortal minds. 
CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, I express my sincere thanks to the Board of Direct- 
ors for their uniform courtesy and kindness,in all our business 
relations; and earnestly commend the interests of the Institution to 
the fostering care of the State; believing thatthe State will receive 
full and adequate returns, in relieving society of the maintenance of, 
this afflicted class, by enabling them to earn their own living : by restor- 
ing them to the enjoyments of social life; and by conferring upon 
them, their birthright of mental culture and moral elevation. 


R. H, Kryney, Principal. 
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT 
The following is the report of the attending Physician : 


To the Trustees of the Nebraska Deaf and Dumb Institute, 


GENTLEMEN :—At the close of another year, [take pleasurein re- 
porting, that the pupils of your Institute have been remarkably ex- 
empt from serious diseases and accidents. 

No epidemic has prevailed, One case of lingering fever occurred, 
which terminated favorably. 

Soon after the Fall opening, there were afew cases of Chills and 
Fever, which evidently did not originate in the Institute. 


Two cases of sore eyes of a contagious nature, were admitted, and, 
with the present limited means of accommodation, the Matron has 
great difficulty in isolating them from the other pupils, to prevent the 
disease trom spreading. When the addition now being erected, is 
completed, I would recommend that a room be set apart for the ex- 
clusive use of this class of persons, that the disease may be effectually 
eradicated. It will also bea question for the Trustees to consider, 
whether such pupils shall be received in the future, 

Owing to the improved apparatus for heating, colds among the 
pupils, that were so common during the Winter of former years, are 
now very infrequent. 

The Principal and Matron, and their assistants have been watch- 
fulin noting minor ailments, skillful in giving relief, and prompt in 
calling the Physician when necessary. . 

The attention given to the dietary and sanitary departments has 
been judicious. 

The distance of the Institutefrom the city, and consequent non- 
intercourse With children who are liable to contagious diseases, as 
those in large cities are, is a most salutary condition ; yet in view of the 
increasing numbers of pupils, and to provide for any emergency that. 
might arise, I would recommend that a competent nurse be employed 
who could, when required, give his or her entire time to the care of 
the sick, Respectfully yours. 


i J. C: DENISE, M. D. ' 
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EXPENDITURES. 


The following are the expenditures for twenty-three months, with 


an estimate for the month of December, 1876: 


EXPENDED. 

Salaries of Teachers, ~ = - S $6,234 77 
Wages of Help, - - - - - 2,969 41 
Living Expenses, - - - - - §989 95 
Clothing for Poor, - = =- =- - 20000 
Feed for Animis, - - - - - 00 00 
Physician and Medicine, - - - - 600 00 
Books and Stationery, Sen onan o e 300 00 
Fuel, - - - - - - - 2,000 00 
Beds and Bedding, ~- =- = = - 600 00 
Furniture, - - ` 7 S = 1,000 00 
Libiary, - - - - a = - 30000 
New Building, ~ =- č = = œ 15,000 09 
Furnace, - 6 = = = DO 09 
Total, S e - 39,394 13 


APPROPRIATED. 
$8,000 00 
3,000 00 
14,000 00 
200 00- 
700 00 
700 00 
800 00 
2,400 00 
600 00 
1,000 00 
300 00 
15,000 60 
500 00 


46,700 00 


Leaving an unexpended balance to revert to the State Treasury of seven 
thousand three hundred and five dollars and eighty-seven cents. The 
amount to be expended on the new building will fall somewhat short of 
the estimate, and the living expenses may not reach the figures given 
above; and it ia probable tuat the unexpended balance of the appropri- 
ation will reach, in round numbers, to eight thousand dollars. 


APPROPRIATIONS ASKED TOR. 


The following estimates are submitted for the current expenses for 


the next two years: 
PER YEAR. 


Salaries of Teachers, - ~ ~ - $4,500 00 
Wages of Help, =- = = = > 2,000 00 
Living Expenses, - = = = = 7000 00 
Clothing for the Poor, - ~- - - 200 00 
Feed for Animals, - - - ~ - 350 09 
Physician and Medicines, - - - - 350 00 
Books and Stationery, ~ - - - 150 00 
Fuel, "e Lex = 2 -2 me ër =- - 180900 
Beds and Bedding, ~ =- - - - 300 00 
Furniture, - - - - = 500 00 
Library, - =- =o = =- E 100 00 


Total, - - - - -  17,25000 


TWO YEARS. 
$9,000 00 
4,000 00 
14,000 00 
400 00 

700 00 

700 00 

390 00 
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The above estimates are made as closely as possible, and are based 
on a probable increase of pupils during the next two years. Any reduc- 
tion of these amounts would be liable to impair the efficiency of the In- 
stitution. The appropriation of one thousand dollars for Furniture is 
made necessary by the addition of a new building. 


NEW BUILDING. 


At the last session of the Legislature an appropriation of $15,000 was 
made for the construction of a new building on the grounds of the Insti- 
tution, and within the last six months the contract has been let, and the 
building is now approaching completion. The work was let, by adver- 
tisement, to the lowest bidder. The heating of the same was contracted 
for in the same way. The contracts are: 


For building, - = = = « $11,845 00 

“ heating, by steam, - - - - 41,700 00 
& Architecture and Superintendence, - 550 00 
s Grading, 20 cts. per yard, about, 300 00 

& Advertising, survey, &c., about, =- 100 00 
Total =- = č = č wo - = 14,495 00 


This will probably be increased somewhat before the building is 
ready for occupancy. 

CASH ON HAND. 

The retiring Board turned over to the new incumbents State War- 
rants, which were diawinug ten per cent. interest, which have recently 
been cashed by the State Treasurer, leaving on hand, with the Board, 
$5,867.74. This amount will be sufficient to pay all expenses which may 
occur outside of the specific classes in the appropriation. We have 
therefore omitted any estimate tor repairs, insurance, grading, and num- 
berless other items, which otherwise would become necessary, in order 
to successfully conduct an institution of this character. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
As the accounts are audited and paid monthly by the State Auditor, 
the Treasurer's report is omitted. The Auditer’s report will doubtless 
contain an itemized account of the expenditures and receipts. Such a 


statement would occupy too much space in this report, and be entirely 
superfluous. 


VACANCIES IN THE BOARD. 


N. K. Griees, of Gage County, elected for four years, having left the 
State, a vacancy exists in the Board. This has not been filled, and it is 
presumed that the Legislature will name his successor, whose term of 
office will be for two years. 
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THomrson BIıssEL, of Saunders County, J. E. Borp and C. E. RED- 
FIELD, of Douglas County, having served their full terms, the duty đe- 
volves upon the Legislature to elect their successors, for terms of four 
years each, 

ADDITIONAL GROUNDS. 

Our predecessors in office had contracted for ten acres of land ad- 
joining the original grounds, which the present Board consummated, 
taking the deeds in the name of the Institute. This makes twenty acres 
of land, which has been suitably fenced, and ornamented with fruit 
and forest trees. It may be thought advisable to still increase the di- 
mensions of the farm, as a pasture for the stock is very much needed. 


SANITARY CONDITION. 


For the eight years that this school has been in operation, not a 
death has oceurred among the pupils. It is doubtful if similar exemp- 
tion fiom mortality has occurred in any forty children even at their own 
homes, in any partof the world. This happy condition must be credited, 
ina great measure, to the wisdom and prudence of the officers having 
immediate charge of these scholars, and should go far towards persuad-~ 
ing people that their children will be as well cared for as they can be 
under the paiental root. 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT. 


The law requires that ten copies of this report be furnished to each 
member of the Legislature. The great increase of membership in that 
body made it necessary to print 2000 copies of this document, and inas- 
much as the law was enacted before the increase in representation took 
place, the Board of Directors feel it their duty to call attention to the 
same, so that such action may be taken in the premisesas the law-mak-~ 
ers, in their wisdom, may deem necessary. Inthe interest of economy, 
it may be thought best to reduce the number to be printed in the future. 


VALUATION OF PROPERTY. 


The value of property owned by the State, and devoted to the use 
ot the Nebraska Institute for the Deaf and Dumb is estimated at forty 
thousand dollars. ‘There are two large brick buildings, with necessary 
barns, and other buildings, for comfort and convenience ; twenty acres 
of land; horses, cows and poultry; and very fair paraphernalia for 
school purposes. The property is carefully protected, and is being con- 
tinnally improved. 

GENERAL EFFICIENCY. 

We are pleased to assure your Excellency, and through you, the 
Legislature and the People ot the State, that the Nebraska Institute for 
the Deaf and Dumb is in a very prosperous condition. There is but little 
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jar in the running of this highly complicated educational institution, and 
the chidren are advancing in thelr studies ina satisfactory manner. 
During the two years just past no instance has come to our knowledge 
of the abuse of poweron the part of the officers in control; and the 
general neatness and method observable in every department have g:y- 
en evidence of the intelligent industry practised in the maintenanee of 
orderand decorum. The Principal, Matron, Teachers. and Exuployes, 
have shown zeal in forwarding the welfare of the pupils committed (o 
their charge, and we wish here to extend to them, one and all, the thanks 
of the Board for the faithfulness with which they have co-operated 
with usin the effort to place this Institution upon a useful basis. 
By the Board: 
T. J. COLLINS, President pro tem. 
J. E. Born, Secretary. 
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